






BULLETIN from 


Virginia EXirkus’ Bookshop Serdice yz 38 Bank Street 





Vol. XXI June 15, 1953 No. 12 
, tS FF fF = Ft 
MUST BOOKS 
August 24 
Williams, Ben Ames Houghton, Mifflin 
THE UNCONQUERED $5.00 


Report repeated from page 227 of the April lst bulletin, as follows: "The 
Currain family saga continues- the war behind it and the ramifications of family histo- 
ry recounted in-House Divided assumed as props for a novel concentrated on Travis 
Currain and his daughter Lucy. The story however stands on its own as an intimate 
portrait of a family living through the internecine war of the Reconstruction Period in 
New Orleans. Trav's scapegrace brother Tony sells out his beloved Virginia plantation, 
headed for recovery, right from under him, and Trav goes to New Orleans on a new ven- 
ture connected with cottonseed oil. Three branches of the family gravitate there- Tony 
and his octoroon mistress, Sapphira, hold salon for the Republican Liberals; Trav, his 
light-weight, selfish wife, Enid, his adored daughter Lucy, and Peter, who in his teens 


' has the makings of a hothead, form the focus of the story; and Dolly, mistress of the 








gambler Pew, flaunts her cousinship and lures young Peter into her toils. These stories 
are played out against the violence and hate and bloodshed of New Orleans, resentful of 
Yankees, carpetbaggers, opportunists, the threat of Negro vote and domination, and the 
beginnings of the farflung activities of the Knights of Camellias, the League, the Ku 
Klux Klan. Politics, and its sordid concomitants, injects itself into the round of 
daily life, into the romance of Lucy and the idealistic young Yankee officer, into 
every phase of human relationship. Many of the incidents, the sources, the personal- 
ities are drawn from history, with too little incisiveness of deletion or excision. But 
the note of authenticity is there. A story overlong for my taste; but the American 
public loves a substantial novel for a good long read. A posthumous novel.” 

(LC: 52-14115) 


Paton, Alan Scribner 
TOO LATE THE PHALAROPE $3.50 


Cry The Beloved Country's wide following will find here another indictment, 
in similar human terms, of the black versus white issues of South Africa, and, again, 
the rhythmically lyric, almost biblical, prose for their narration. The story of the 
darkness and light in Pieter van Vlaanderen's soul is told from his own letters and 
diary when his spinster TanteSophie is not relating how his father, loveless, hard, 
Jacob, and the implacable Immorality Act affect his life. For Pieter, a rugby hero, a 
rebel in his father's eyes, and a police lieutenant, in his loneliness, is unable to 
withstand the temptation of what he has learned to hate and, unable to explain his 
great need for security to, (and with,) his wife, succumbs to Stephanie, the black girl 
who is a tigress for her baby. The break over the color line invades his whole life; 
his terrible awareness of his unspeakable act shadows every incident. His safety is 
assured when self-made fears are proven false and he again wins public acclaim but in 
the end is betrayed by a bitter enemy in the police force and is compelled to confess 
to breaking the iron law. The destruction of his proud name draws in his father, his 
wife and children and his brother and it is only his mother and Tante Sophie who dare 
face the community. Pieter's Dutch training which derives from lessons of inequality, 
from a father of rock and stone, in a land of rock and stone; the Jewish trader, Kaplan; 
Pieter's wife Nella, who was not equal to his great demands; Stephanie in her drive for 
some sort of security; little Japie and his ill-timed jokes; Pieter's mother whose love 
cannot conquer the adamant territorial commandments; the enclosed community life - in 
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spite of infiltrations of World War II events - all have a compassionate conviction, of 


the human need for understanding, and an impressive impact in the extremes of social, 
Not as tender a story as the earlier book but of 





racial and nationalistic prejudice. 
deep psychological import. An assured reception - and August Book of the Month selec= @ 
tion. 


The Old Reliables 


James Cain with a new version of the elan vital in GALATEA (Knopf) and Robert Nathan- 
attenuated but still ingratiating to a certain audience- THE TRAIN IN THE MEADOW (Knopf); 
the re-issue of Angela Thirkell’s CORONATION SUMMER (Knopf) is. obviously well-timed; 
Pearl Buck's. COME, MY BELOVED (John Day) has.an assured feminine audience within reach; 
David Walker's DIGBY (Houghton, Wifflin) is. engaging entertainment; these.all are read- 
able, probably more rentable than saleable. See below for. reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


August va 4 
Ballantine-$.35 


A GRADUAL JOY Houghton, Mifflin-$2.00 


A staid love story emphasizes the growth and change that come through loving 
rather than the initial romantic attraction-good things take time and work. Jim Seton, 
while convalescing from a war wound, decides to marry the dumpy, emotionally undeveloped 
Henrietta, who works at the hospital and is determined to become a doctor. They go to 
Michigan State together, live in a trailer camp, and get to know the other young couples. 
As the months go by Henrietta awakens to herself as a woman, loses weight, dresses con- 
ventionally rather than atrociously, and learns the household arts. After she has a 
baby, she decides motherhood is a more important career for her than a medical one. Jim 
discovers that he has a wife who will wear his glasses in old age, that the lives he 
thought would part and join again are truly merged, and accepts a wife who might have 
been wittier but not more loving or womanly. This story of a marriage a-borning as 
seen through the eyes of the husband has almost a dispassionate air - one sometimes feels 
that Henrietta is being put on a microscope slide that she might have used in her medical 
studies. For those who like a stable, sensible romance - a book which older readers may 


enjoy. (LC 52-12766) 


Routsong, Alma 





August 12 


Corbett, Elizabeth Lippincott 

| IN MISS ARMSTRONG'S ROOM - $3.00 

A small town in Wisconsin in 1900 and the sedate,sacrificial romance of Miss 
Emily Armstrong reflects the conventions of the time and the firm, old-fashioned values 
of its heroine. For Miss Emily, after the desertion of her yating man, continues her pro- 
fession as a Bchoolteacher and brings to the schoolroom not only a solid sense of mission 
but a real interest. As the years pass, she has the happiness of a close friendship with 
Betty, a widow, and then the meeting with Fred Gordon gives her a second chance at love. 
But while Fred proposes, she defers her decision to marry him, then turns him down in 
order that Betty may have a chance with him. But for once the decision is not hers to 
make, and Fred's devotion is undisturbed and undeflected.... For conventional, conserva- 
tive tastes, there's a healthy air of virtue and a reassuring familiarity. (Ic 53-8917) 


Fleming. Barry Lippincott 
CARNIVAL $3.00 


“And if he asked himself what it all came to, what the total was, it would seem 


to add up to nothing, just as it divided down to nothing when you asked yourself what it 
had all come from, what the bits were; though you knew perfectly well, somewhere in you, @ 
that you could prove that wasn't so if you could remember what your conscious had been 
saying when it was your unconscious - " Very well, this might be Barry Fleming writing 
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his own epitaph for Carnival. Writing it in terms of a nightmare or a dream induced 
by a narcotic, a mad whirl of carnival characters, shifting panorama of grotesque 
figures and scenes, merry-go-rounds and Ferris wheels, barkers and acrobats and 
shooting galleries and pretty girls and Fun Palaces with mirrors that distorted and 
recurrently half familiar figures - and first and last the clown in the striped cos- 
tume that carried death....Read into it your own symbolism. It left this reader 
baffled. (IC 53-8915) 


August 13 7117 
Graham, Winston Doubleday 
FORTUNE IS A WOMAN $3.00 


* A modern drama has the clean story line of his earlier Night Without Stars 
and manages some superior suspense as well as an attractive romance. Oliver Branwell, 
an insurance investigator, touchy about his background which the war had helped to 
equalize, meets again after some years Sarah Moreton, now the wife of aristocratic, 
asthmatic Tracey when he settles a fire damage claim which involved two pictures. His 
friendship with Tracey, his more than casual interest in Sarah, does not soothe his 
suspicions of them both when he finds one of the two pictures in another man's house, 
and the possibility of a larger fraud is realized with the arson at Lewis Manor in 
which Tracey is killed. His accusation of Sarah substantiates her innocence- rather 
than involvement, and they marry and face a triple threat. For the return of Tracey's 
signet ring suggests that he is still alive, and while Sarah is blackmailed, Oliver 
finds himself blacklisted in the insurance field where he is suspected of complicity 
in the fraud. But his impulsive investigation, which leads to many misdemeanours on 
his part- finally clears his name and his future with Sarah..... An exciting enter- 
tainment which should make a double entry in the mystery field and place well in both. 


(LC 53-7980) 


Tapen, -Neiean RHAPSODY IN ANDROS @ )17 Doup 358d 


There's a seductive shimmer to this story of a small island in the Bahamas, 
of Colin Innes-Moore who had inherited a proud tory tradition along with a deep sense 
of loyalty to the natives who call him King, and of Edith- a tourist- due to sail 
from Nassau when Colin shanghatfes her and takes her to Andros. In the few days that 
they hawe together, Edith does not remain immune to Colin's charm and the island's 
soft spell; but a sponge blight, deliberately planted by the man who had ruined his 
father, will ruin Colin- and his islanders- and it takes the intervention of success- 
ful, paternalistic Waveney, for whom Edith had worked back in New York, to redirect 
the threat of failure.... The bright glaze of the tropics, the dolce far niente of 
romance, all has its allure in a transient entertainment for the summer season. 

(IC 53-7979) - | 
August lF 

Chamberlain, Elinor | Ballantine 

THE FAR COMMAND $2.00- $.35 

The aftermath of the war in the Philippines when a sullen, suspicious popu- 
lation threatened the new peace returns to the year 1902 and the island of Samar where 
@ messianic outlaw Faustino had massacred two white men. To Samar, which is a sweat- 
box and pretty much of a sinkhole, Captain Morrow of the Philippine Constabulary is 
sent and his is a hard and lonely job. It is with difficulty that he recruits natives 
that he can arm; his first patrols bring reprisals- but Faustino is an evasive enemy; 
his younger officer, Palmer, jeopardizes the respect and faith he has earned when he 
applies a water cure to a native, and: it is only when he discharges his <nsubordinate 
subordinate that the concept ofa fair rule which applies to both black and white be- 
comes an actuality, and Faustino surrenders. And for Morrow, the end to violénce 
brings also the beginning of a new life with Lucy, who had come to teach.... A tense 
transcript which offsets the ominous uncertainty of this far command with the quiet 
heroism of its central character. (IC 53-9111) 
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August 17 


Dutton 
SAVAGE PLAY $3.95 r 


From the French in translation, this is a strange gothic tale which luxuriates 
in the violence the title would lead you to expect and in the flagellation of four whose 
ingrown relationships begin in their childhood. It is then that Francois Gane meets Claude 
and Jean Jacques Herber, the children in a nearby castle, and Denise, and their "savage 
play" has its elements of perverse sexuality. The war does little to civilize them- and 
Jean Jacques returns from the Maquis a degenerate and a killer who is shot down by an 
aroused peasantry in self-protection. Claude, tortured by her identity with him, is un- 
able to love as long as she is possessed by hate. And Francois, who takes the lovely 
Denise back with him from Paris to la Hetraie, his home, is still in love with Claude whom 
he finally exorcises and subdues after a savage struggle.... A phantasmagoria of good and 
evil, of uncontrolled passions and unnatural relationships, which in its unreality sug- 
gests that it must be symbolic. The mystique however escapes us. (IC: 52-10428) 


Cain, James M. 


Colin, Paul 


of 


Knopf 
GALATEA $3.00 


Two men and a woman, the dilation of desire and the expensive premium it en- 
tails, ring some old bells and work up a high thermal temperature. For Duke Webster, a 
former fighter and trainer, caught after a local highjacking, is bought- along with his 
confession, to work on the Maryland farm of Val Valenty, a successful restaurant man and 
political punk. Alone there with Holly, Valenty's wife, overfed by her husband to a sick- 
ening obesity which is sure to kill her (and intended to do so), Duke watches over her and 
wetnurses her through the diet which restores a body beautiful and animates not only her 
gratitude- but also her love for Duke. Determined to keep it clean until they are free- 
from Valenty, Holly's attempt to secure Duke's confession leads to the scene and scrimmage 





in which Valenty is killed and they both are charged with his murder.... A familiar 
terrain and an assured technique make this reliably combustible. (IC: 53-6839) © 
Nathan, Robert Knopf 
THE TRAIN IN THE MEADOW $2.75 


A tenuous and contrived tale, in what might be described as a contemporary ver- 
sion of Outward Bound. While in outline it parallels many of the symbolic values of that 
poignant fantasy, it lacks the subtle interplay of wit and satire with deeper qualities 
of emotion fraught with passion. The people in Nathan's eternity bound train are two di- 
mensional types:- the refugee couple who were losing everything a second time; the blus- 
tering salesman whose record held its blots but who hoped to meet his wife and daughter; 
the blowsy waitress who'd been no better than the next one; the lonely Mrs. Elder} the 
priest who thought he knew the answers but cloaked a deeper sense of sin; the ex-president 
who hoped he was getting away from politics. In the figure of Tod, from an orphan asylun, 
terrified because he had no papers, Nathan has tried to capture the reader's sympathy, but 
his brief romantic idyll with Beth, earthbound, who gives him her passport though it means 
losing the security on earth, shifts sympathy away from him. Nathan has used this tale as 
a vehicle for often barbed comments on our world, but somehow he has never made either his 
philosophy or his characters significant. (LC: 53-6846) 


Thirkell, Angela Knopf 
CORONATION SUMMER $4.00 


Period passepartout,, with contemporary illustrations, brightens the romancing 
of Fanny Harcourt and Emily Dacre as their six weeks in London for Victoria's Coronation 
acquaints them with their husbands-to-be. Fanny tells of the sights and sounds, the cul- 
tural samplings of art galleries, salons and msic, of the ways in which her father - and 
her best friend, Emily, - assaulted her fine sensibilities and of the excitement of 
DeLacy Vavasour's attentions. It is Henry Darnley, with his Heart of Oak, who saves her 
father from the shame of ruin and who ciaims her blushes for his own, while Emily annexes 
Fanny's brother, Ned. The proprieties - and the prudery- to be taken with a light heart- 
and completely divorced from Thirkell's county chronicles. English publication in 1937 - 
now issued here for the celebrations. (IC: 53-6866) 
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August 17 


Furcolowe, Charles World 
SEARCH ‘FOR THE SUN $3.50 


The dreary story of the life of Francis Slade, from birth to old age, from 
a lower middle-class family,with his parents one short step up the socio-economic 
ladder, and according to the author- from nothing to nothing, is a serious novel about 
an American Anyman. Actually, the author devotes most of his attention to Frank's sex 
life- from early experiments to middle-aged infidelities- and to longish soliloquies 
on Frank's ambitions (more money), his religion (vaguely convenient), his ideas on sex, 
and what he thinks about politics (isolationist). A pretty dull job- the writing is 
cliche-ridden and you never really do know why Frank wastes his life- and actually is 
such a jerk. (LD: 53-6649) 


August 18 


Walker, David Houghton, Mifflin 
DIGBY $3.00 


Report repeated from page 234 of the April lst bulletin, as follows:"There's 
more than a touch of Finian’s Rainbow in the blend this time, as the fey atmosphere of 
the Scottish Highland puts usually staid Digby Ross off his stride. No leprechauns nor 
wee men visible but when a world-weary (and wife-weary) American tycoon loses his wits 
over a beautiful woman chieftain of a clan on the very night of his arrival, and turns 
to liquor, love and song,there's some magic at work. American journalists pull a fast 
trick, and the wife back home makes a hasty trip to Scotland to rescue him from his 
new love's clutches, only to find herself bewitched. But it all comes out in the best 
of all possible ways, with Digby playing Cupid to two other pairs of lovers, with a 
blood feud between clans buried, and with a measure of unity ahead for himself and his 


. repentant wife. There's a final kickback, however, when Digby finds he has not left 


all the complications behind in Scotland.... Walker spins a persuasive tale, but its 
reality doesn't hold beyond the telling. Not up to Geordie for tenderness and charm, 
nor to The Pillar. for sheer narrative power. But once again Walker proves himself a 
man one cannot pigeonhole." (IC: 53-5111) 


August 19 


Stolz, Mary : Harper — 
TRUTH AND CONSEQUENCE $2.98 SO 


A suburban street, on a summer day, frames and features some lives of quiet 
desperation- in terms of small moments of uncomfortable recognition and inescapable 
reality. For Hazel Fenner, who keeps after her house- and her family- with oppressive 
vigilance, there's the knowledge that her eldest daughter has escaped her; for Karen, 
and the monotony of a physically magnificent husband, there is also the insecurity of 
an affair; for Emily, who frets over her third grader's “poor social adjustments", 
there is the guilt of her ruinous solicitude; for Laura, an alcoholic, the daughter she 
has forfeited leaves no escape beyond the bottle; for Gerry, left with a spinster aunt 
who writes books for a juvenile public ; ‘she has no desire to contact more immediately- 
there is the desolation of a broken home ; for useless, blind Earl Fanner, there's the 
happy consecration of a young grandson}. ‘etc. etc. These and others give adult implica- 
tions to a childhood game in which there is small comfort and little illusion. For 
women, the touchy sorespots and situations here create a ready identification and sym- 


pathy. (IC: 53-7746) 
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August 24 


Chute, B. J. Dutton 
THE END OF LOVING $3.50 @ 


This is the story of two young women who wanted to be good- and of two answers 
to problems of “illicit" love. Caroline was sure of her feelings for Paul, whose wife- 
Helen, -had impulsively agreed to a divorce. But under the pressure of her mother, Helen 
decides to try and hold him, and the confusion of pride and affection and fear of loneli- 
ness is no augury for the restoration of their marriage. And Caroline, who wants nothing 
short of marriage, breaks with Paul and returns him to his wife. In contrast to this, is 
the outcome of the love affair between Bob and Lily. Lily, pregnant, is terrified by her 
mother who will not sanction their marriage and thinks she wants to get rid of the baby. 
But a near tragedy brings her to her senses- and makes her choose Bob and the baby as 
against her twisted, thwarted mother. There's poignance in the story- relieved by the 
warmth of the characters and their landlady in a rooming house. There's a central prob- 
lem in terms recognizable to Main Street as well as metropolitan centers. And there's t 
an approach toward moral principles as a code of action which will command the approval 
of an audience that has had little that could be recommended. B. J. Chute's popularity 
in women's magazines is well established and will draw the women's market here. 


(IC: 53-8247) 
August 26 IC 


COME, MY BELOVED $3.75 


Man's search for God is presumably the motivating drive in this four generation 
story which reaches from New York to Bombay and thence to the Indian village of Vhai. 
That - and the recurrent note of the still unachieved oneness of the human race, the wip- 
ing out of color lines. David MacArd, maltimillionaire, thinks he can find God through 
establishing a seminary to train missionaries for work in India- but learns that his hope 
is a hollow one when the sacrifice is his son... The son, in his turn, meets defeat when, 
as a missionary and teacher, he cannot understand 4:s son's desire to leave the town for 
the village... And Ted faces the failure in jis faith when he refuses to allow his daughter 
to marry an Indian. This story is told - in almost too patterned terms against a flavor- 
ful but superficial background of India, in its changing character over fifty years. Some- 
how she fails to penetrate either the character of India and Indians - or the reality of 
the double quest. Readable-but thin. (IC: 53-9665) 


August 24 


Green, F. L. Random House 
AMBUSH FOR THE HUNTER $3.00 


The metaphysics of Odd Man Out,'A Flask For, The Journey, etc., are here tighten- 
ed into the ethical problem of a suspected spy and the quandary she presents in daily life. 
Eva Droumek, posing as a political refugee, reaches England for an examination of her case 
which has roused world interest; she is suspected by a young newspaperman and given refuge 
by a senior grade civil servant who has "gone with the wind of dubious morality” into 
Communism. It is Charles’ wife, Edna, whose accumulated suspicions recognize the truth 
about Eva, who is the first obstacle, and later her friend, Bertha, carries on the cover- 
up for normality which is the despair of the local cell. And while official action is 
slow it is thorough so that Eva, at the end of her hunt for the research chemist, Fawley, 
has not only failed publicly but has learned in her heart that she and her mission have 
come to naught. The innocent unblind, in a world of shattered integrity prove to be the 
pay-off, willing or not, of the powers of manipulated seduction and add a formidable @ 
touch to a web of deceit. A provocative examination of modern dilemmas. (IC: 53-6908) 
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August 24 


Paul, Charlotte Random House 
THE GOLD MOUNTAIN $3.00 


A homespun has the rough texture of the times and returns to 1884 and a 
small community thirty miles east of Seattle to which Katherine Duncan comes- as 
new schoolteacher. A runaway from poverty on a Kansas prairie, Katherine is a skinny, 
the skittery but stubborn seventeen and determined to give the children of Gold Mountain 
the schooling she has never had. The months there attenuate her attraction for protec- 
tive Carl White, and as she postpones her marriage to Carl, she fights her feelings for 
Nils Bengston- the big man in the valley whose spirit matches hers. Her own achievement 
of a new schoolhouse is topped by Nils’ grandiose gesture on their wedding day which 
also brings his bankruptcy, but it is Katherine who salvages his pride and provides an 
upsweep to his failure.... The challenge of the period and the courage it demanded, to 
which disease and disaster all contributed, this is western fiction in women's terms 
and at 4 popular level. (LC: 53-6907) 


August 27 


Gellhorn, Martha Doubleday 
THE HONEYED PEACE $3,008 50 


These short stories have their being in the small, personal effects of war - 
in Paris, the United States, England, Havana, Rome, Madrid and Israel - and, while 
accenting the feminine, concentrate on a hopeless and desperate inner world. The wife 
of a collaborator, a German exile in America, Polish fighters who have learned to live 
again, a rebellious wife on a night flight from Miami, a young American who sees the 
face of peace in ancient beauty, the unseeing, but not unfeeling, eye of a visitor in 
Jaffa- these are the people in their time and within their frame of memories. There's 
a touch of Harvey for the writer who found security in his hallucinatory psychiatrist 
and a novelette in the. degradation an Italian lawyer inflicts on a young English girl 
when he subdues and nearly destroys her through sex. The reportorial illusion is shaded 
off by the feeling for human values - and human failings and the lot, by just those 
qualities, is not marked by any febrile femininity. Your special short story market. 
(LC: 53-7982) 

Steen, Marguerite Doubleday 


THE-sxeonp_ues.crewe ANIVA FIiTLALAW 33 56° 75° 


This is quite an extraordinary story, which set down in cold blood sounds in- 
credible, but which- as one reads, unfolds with a conviction that this might well have 
happened. Much of it will shock the puritans:- the central theme of a man and woman,in 
mature life, deciding to live together as man and wife though he is legally tied toa 
mad wife, the acceptance on the part of their friends; the resentment - and deliberate 
pushing into the background- on the part of "Mrs. Crewe's" son and daughter; and the 
shock when, with the mad wife's death notice, the story broke on those who knew nothing 
of it build up to a climax in which the reader shares intimately. Anna never falters 
in her love for Evan; that he fails her in the ultimate crisis is- in retrospect- true 
to character but provides an unpalatable ending to a story that has its mead of poign- 
ance and drama and suspense. In the layers of society glimpsed from royalty to back- 
stairs, one glimpses something of the changing social pattern in England of the last 
three decades. Not a book to ignore. (IC: 53-7986) 


Announcing for. August 31 


Poore, Charles- £d. Scribner 
THE HEMINGWAY READER $5.00 


A one-volume selection by the New York Times.book reviewer includes one complete 
novel-The Sun Also Rises: excerpts from 4 Farewell to Arms; Death in the Afternoon, Green 
Hills. of Africa; To Have and Have Not; For. Whom the Bells Tolls; Over The River.and Into 
The Trees; 8MG The Old Man and the Sea. The parody of Sherwood Anderson, The Torrents. of Spring, 
and about a dozen short stories- among them [he Snows. of Kilimanjaro, Big Two-ilearted River, 

The Short Life of Francis. Macomber, and Fifty Grand give a representative if selective 
overall of a long and significant literary life from his first novel to his most recent 
Success. 
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August 7? 


Crown 


THE NAKED I $3.00 T 


Erratic, equatorial Hollywood and some rampant sex burns its way through the 
personal histories of Sam, a newspaper man, Eve, his wife, and Maggy who works her way up 
from the circus to stardom. It is Eve who is determined to get Sam away from Hollywood 
and all that “important money” so he can write the book he had always planned to write, 
and she is about to do so, when he meets up with Maggy who is one thing to all men and 
pretty overpowering. Sam who is sure that his love for Maggy is real (and he has such a 
cute way of expressing it- he “wants to make babies with her") asks for a divorce and 
gets it- only after Eve has tossed both their careers to the headlines... Chanslor, 
whose perspective seems to bog down somewheres around the midriff, uses an inarticulate 
idiom and a limited- modern- you might even say- functional-vocabulary. (IC: 53-9965) 


Chansior, Roy 


Gorhem, Charles Farrar, Straus & Young 
MARTHA CRANE $ 22 


An autopsy on Martha Crane omits flowers and provides a case history of a girl 
whose heart and conscience had been numbed- to refrigerated- by her father. Enlisting 
at eighteen in the WACS to escape him, Martha now at 24 is still embattled in her eman- 
cipation but a chance night on the town finds her pregnant. The attempt made by a home 
for unwed mothers in St. Louis to contact the father of the child she will bear drives 
her on to New York and the chance encounter with Farkas, a pimp, who arranges for the 
care, delivery and disposal of the child. Back in shape again, she goes to work for 
Farkas as a high class call girl; her attraction to him has an unhealthy aura which is 
also a reminder of the father she hates; she submits to every degradation and contributes 
to the suicide of a client; and finally, with the knowledge that Farkas is using her 
child as a means of expensive extortion from the family who has adopted it, she kills 
him....e. An anatomy of a driven as well as fallen woman, this is for those who stimulate 
rather than shock easily and is thoroughly demoralized. (IC: 53-9677) 


Scribner 


Morris, Wright 
THE DEEP SLEEP 9/4 $3.50 
This is, possibly, Wright Morris’ best novel. Judge Porter is dead and the 
action takes place the next day when the Judge's daughter, Katherine, and her husband, 
Webb, an artist, are staying with the Judge's wife and his 99 year old mother in Bryn 
Mewr, Penna. Through the eyes and thoughts of these people and of the hired man, Parsons, 
we see the Judge and the people themselves. The thread of the story is the Judge's 
character- and oddly enough it provides more real tension than there has been in any 
previous Wright Morris novel. Most like the author's wild tragi-comedy, Man And Boy, 
this book follows his favorite themes of man's loneliness among his fellows, and the odd 
way in which men and women- so mysterious and often just odd to each other- get along 
and indeed are interdependent. To these themes, this time Morris brings not only his own 
special view of life (wildly humorous, sad, fantastic) but a greater understanding and 
feeling of people living with people. There are wonderful characters and fine writing 
and a particularly good picture of the Philadelphia Main Line. A most rewarding book 
for a special audience. 





oa 





Fiction 
BEHIND. THE BARS, BENEATH THE STARS 


August 12 


Gullingfora, Guy Lippincott 
POST MORTEM $2.50 


* Something imaginative here as the ghost of writer Gilbert Worth tells how the 
attempts on his life and the means of his death were accomplished. A cad himself and 
fathering a cad for a son, a prig for another, a vengeful daughter, and with a long- 
suffering wife, Worth is little by little wakened to his reprehensible character as he 
eavesdrops; and, as a phantom, watches deeds of violence breed others. A last revel- 
ation when he is no longer earthbound - and the topsy turvy of a hoax. Spectator sports 
for a shade - and more than a shade-above average. (IC: 53-8920) 


August 13 


Hitchens, Dolores Doubleday 
TERROR LURKS IN DARKNESS $2.50 75 — 


A high point, close to hysteria, follows the attack by a mad dog on Kitty 
Quist and the murder of a bitch (human). Kitty's protective concern over silent- and 
violent Edmund Linder who owns the dog, and the thoroughly untruthful conduct of her 
friends impedes the investigation by officer Doyle which cannot prevent a second savage 
murder. A heavy Hollywood haze- but penetrable. Crime Club. (IC: 53-8349) 


Holmes, L. P. Doubleday _ 
DELTA DEPUTY $2 58 75 


June 15, 1953 


A hero whose personal tastes do not run to gunvork is Deputy Scoville, sent 
to Delta, and the river islands of California, to challenge the Logans who had set them- 
selves up as the law. Scoville and Logan tangle in a whale of a fight and Logan's win 
is reversed when Scoville refuses to kill him in a gun battle; a hanging clears Logan's 
name and nets Scoville the real criminals. New angles for new deals. (IC: 53-7981) 


Lowe, Kenneth Doubleday _ 
HAZE OF EVIL $2.50 75 


The technicalities of a steel mill, near Chicago, surround the careless deaths 
of careful workmen and put Steve Caldwell, a new young supervisor, on the hunt for the 
truth. Safety investigations deadend; Steve bucks big brass to try to prove that the 
calamities are linked with productivity and research; he wins enemies and causes other 
killings but winds up a solution of murder in big business. Industrious. (IC: 53-8348) 


August 14 


McCutcheon, Hugh Dutton 
NONE SHALL SLEEP TONIGHT $2.50 


Town Planner Philip Latimer comes to save a summer resort on the English Chan- 
nel and finds that the saving of Ruth Mannering, a composer and wealthy, is important 
too. Unsavory relatives and friends with obvious motives spur Philip and Ruth's butler 
into action; Philip hides the body of Ruth's fiance and the facts from Scotland Yard 
until he deals justice to the killer about to eliminate Ruth. Hothouse. (LC: 53-6075) 


Ward, Brad Dutton 
THE MARSHAL OF MEDICINE BEND $2.50 


That lonesome road to justice (in the ‘shadow of High Noon) follows Calem Ware, 
the Marshal of Medicine Bend whose wife had left him- rather than share with him in 
the bloodshed his efforts to keep the peace entailed. Now, ten years later, consider-~ 
ing marriage to another man, Dorry Dean, she watches Calem as he outshoots and outlives 
the professional killers Dean imports in his attempt to take over the town, and Calem- 


his job done- turns in his star. Recognizably reminiscent, but spartan stuff. (10:53-6076) 
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August 27 2 
Ballantine 
GUN HAND $.35 paper: $2.00 hardbound 


John McCabe, ready for peace and quiet, makes a jail break and escorts a tender- 
foot brother and sister to their destination. At Nioebe he is approached to guard the 
wagon trains, is hard to get until a personal feud and the citizens’ decision to fight 
fire with fire makes him a marked man. The wraps are off when his girl is shot, then kid- 
nappeland the two hotheads hotfoot into the settin’ sun - after a clean sweep of the or- 
ganized robberies and murders. Tremors in the territory. (IC: 53-9112) 


August 19 


O'Rourke, Frank 





é. 


Little, Brown 


Marsh, Ngaio 
SPINSTERS IN JEOPARDY $3.00 


Inspector Alleyn, the Yard's socialite detective, combines business and pleasure 
in the south of France when assigned to circumvent a drug racket fronted by sex and re- 
ligion. The coincidental but circumstantial illness of a woman on a train leads on to 
kidnapping, murder and the participation in some erotic orgies and more than a little 
excitement. Good summer sustenance. (IC: 53-7306) 


August 25 


Avallone, Michael Holt 
THE SPITTING IMAGE $2.50 


A flip flopping of a private eye, Ed Noon, into an inheritance case confronts 
him with twin sisters, April] and June, one of whom must_ be dead for the legacy to be legal. 
June is threatened several times; April looks like the fall guy when Noon himself is 
fingered; their solicitor lowers the boom so that the trio needs a miracle to escape @ 
death. When corpses come calling, with the chips down, you get pretty cute. (IC: 53-8974) 


August 27 


Bennett, Kem Doubleday _ 
THE DEVIL'S CURRENT $2.50 TS 


Neil Jansen, consultant engineer, chaperoning the shipment of equipment for a 
hydro-electric plant to be installed on the upper Nile, is stymied when the Communists 
take over. Befriended by the Captain of the cargo ship, betrayed by the mate, Jansen's 
ally is young Caroline and the American radio operator. Mobbed in the new, mad Egypt, . 
Jansen effects a mutiny in the Bosnxhorus which pays off. Alert. (IC: 53-9104) 


Dean, Robert George Doubleday - 
AFFAIR AT LOVER'S LEAP $2.50 75 


Tony Hunter, in Maine on a tracer, finds that a blackmail case takes on the 
dimension of murder and his target becomes the victim who is found dead at the base of 
a legendary lover's leap. But the dead man's hold does not slacken until a second kill- 
ing silences the past and clears the present. Standard soft shoe routine. Crime Club. 


(IC: 53-9103) 
August -277 26 


Reach, James Coward-McCann 
THE INNOCENT ONE $2.75 


Dick Hemmingwell is accused and acquitted of the violent, depraved rape-murder © 
of a college student but the case and his subsequent actions estrange his wealthy wife. 
When she gets a divorce he is ready for reprisals although meanwhile her second husband 
pokes along a cold trail to find out the real truth. Absolving Dick, he is too late to 
stop Dick's death dealing but saves the girl. Psychotic sleuthings. (IC: 53-8890) 
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Names. Known- Sales. Unknown? 





These three books will certainly have cr:tical attention- which does. not necessarily 
assure a popular audience.’ Eleanor. Roosevelt's. INDIA AND THE AWAKENING EAST (Harper), 
Franz: von Papen's. MEMOIRS are fascinating if: dubious. (Dutton); and Alexandra Tolstoy's 
Long biography of her. father- TOLSTOY (Harper) is of course a personal and contemporary 
record of the first magnitude See below for. reports 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


July 1 
Janouch, Gustav Frederick Praeger 
CONVERSATIONS WITH KAFKA $3.00 


These conversations with the famous Czech writer who died in 1924 were noted 
down by this young admirer in Prague in 1921 when they took place. At the time, 
Janouch was a struggling young writer, and Kafka was at the peak of his powers though 
generally not recognized as a great artist. This is an authentic transcript of Kafka's 
ideas and perceptions at that period on many subjects- literature, art, the Jews, 
Czechoslovakia, Zionism, the Russian Revolution. Many of these ideas are profound, some 
witty, and the prophetic nature of some of his observations cannot fail:to interest and 
impress. Janouch seems to have caught the very personal sound of Kafka's conversations, 
at once poignant, pessimistic, tender and humane. And for a defined and dedicated 
following, this short record has a special value. (IC: 53-5323) 


July 22 


Roosevelt, Eleanor Harper 
INDIA AND THE AWAKENING EAST $3.50 00 


This parallels, to some extent, material which forms parts of William Douglas' 
books on the Middle East and southern Asia, but would, it seems to me, appeal to a 
somewhat different cross section of readers. There is no assumption that her readers 
will have much background on Lebanon, Syria, Jordan; more perhaps is assumed on Israel; 
little is expected on Pakistan; while India, which occupies a major portion of the 
book (as it did of her five months' journeying) is an extension of presumed basic under- 
standing. Then, too, Mrs. Roosevelt has told her story in terms of human relations, in 
terms of advance in understanding human rights, in terms of application of American 
aid under the Point Four program, in terms of UNESCO and the Children's Emergency Fund 
and World Health Organization. Her own intensive work on humanitarian, cultural and 
social matters sparked her interest, her enthusiasm; and her selfless devotion to the 
cause of man fed fuel to her seemingly boundless energies. The result- an informative, 
challenging, human study of a powder keg section of the world. There is a great deal 
of specific interest to women, who might bypass the Douglas’ books. It might well be 
recommended for women's club study groups, as well as for anyone desiring fundamental 
and up to date data on these parts of the world. Her attitude-"I came to learn"- sums 
up her humility and understanding. (IC: 52-7298) 


August 3 


Mehdevi, Anne Sinclair Knopf 
PERSIAN ADVENTURE $3.50 


An American who married a Persian she found in a Greenwich Village basement 
describes her visit to her husband's country when after seven years of marriage she 
underwent the scrutiny of her family-in-law, essentially that of her delightful and 
despotic father-in-law. As a farang: (stranger) and a Kharoun (lady), she came to 
know and understand the Persian social customs, the philosophy of life on which family 














Non-fiction June 15, 1953 


-374- 


life and business was carried on. She visited a Viennese doctor serving thousands of far- 

mers in the back country, enjoyed the luxuries of ladies' day at the bath house, argued 

with her father-in-law over her worth, She tells delightfully of her gradual acceptance 

of the Persian ways, her adjustment to the point of enjoying the encompassing Chador, and @ 
finally she marries her Mohammed in a Persian ceremony. Written distinctly from the 

farangi viewpoint, this is a completely different reading experience from the more inten- 

sive and equally personal interior view of Persia is. My Heart. (Ic: 52-12174) 


August /b )4~ att Ye 
Harper 


Gipson, Fred 
COWHAND $2.75 
"The story of a working cowboy" as told by a West Texas cowhand, Fat Alford, 
disposes of legendary misconceptions but has the robust realities of a home on the range 
and a life in the saddle. For drouth, and later the depression, made this life precarious 
rather than dangerous and were the only enemies he had to lick from the time when at four- 
teen, a shirttail kid who didn't want to pick cotton, he went out on his own. He fell 
asleep in the saddle- and out of it- on his first job- and stampeded the herd; he quickly 
learned to cure an itching rope hand; he stalked a ghost in a canyon- and came face to 
face with a calf; and the glamour of horse-breaking and bronc-stomping, remudas and rodeos 
was balanced off by an itinerant life which was often short on food as well as cash, which 
reduced him to sheep tending and fence building in the slack seasons, while the depression 
opened up the possibilities of fur catching for a living and deer and hog for a meal..... 
In the natural vernacular, this sustains the indigenous experiences and some of the sport- 
ing excitement of a life such as this- and has its appeal for the market Frank Dobie has 


firmly established, man and boy. (IC: 53-7734) 


August 13 @ 


Henze, Helen Rowe Doubleday rt 
ARISE, MY LOVE $2-50- 3 
This little book achieves - where it might easily have failed - a sonnet sequence, 
modern, understandable and in good taste, on the subject of love. The author does not quite 
reach the standard of the immortal women sonneteers - Elizabeth Browning, Christina Rossetti, 
or even Edna St. Vincent Millay - because of that lack of tension and sheer beauty that makes 
for greatness, but this is, nevertheless, a highly commendable series of poems. Miss Henze 
understands the fluctuations of the human heart and is able to express them with clarity, 
polish and restraint - if not genius. The first 26 sonnets fall into a group called J Burn- 
ing and deal with a woman's over-generous and unrequited love. Here the wisdom of the Dove 
is revealed but in the last 26, which give the book its title, the wisdom of the Serpent has 
come to her and, less all-giving, ironically, her love is returned and consummated. All 
lovers of good poetry, especially women, will welcome this. (IC: 53-7978) 


Lewis, Oscar Doubleda 
SAGEBRUSH CASINOS $3 a 


"The Story of Legal Gambling in Nevada" is again a spirited account of specula- 
tive enterprise (The Big Four, The Silver. Kings) if of more specialized interest. For 
Nevada's gambling, which was sparked into activity by the gold rush, is a big business and 
you can choose your game and play it around the clock. Poker, faro, roulette, monte, fan- 
tan, slot machines, bingo, 21, the odds and the percentages of each; Reno and its famous, 
Harolds Club- the poor man's Monte Carlo; Las Vegas and its "Rue de la Pay"; legislation @ 
and licensing; even divorce- are all appraised for the customer with sporting blood and 


itching palm. (LC: 53-7974) 
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von Papen, Franz Dutton 
MEMOIRS $6.50 


Here is an unregenerate representative of the conservative German aristocracy 
in a brilliant- and thoroughly readable - apologia. With his part- though a minor one- 
on the General Staff- von Papen builds a case for the military; he sees Germany an 
innocent dupe of the powers- World War I as an unnecessary blunder which need never 
have been. His diplomatic posts,- Mexico, where he was instructed not to enter the po- 
litical arena, Washington, which was too social - and which had been planned as a step 
to London, Turkey, where he played innocent - all add up to a portrait of a misunder- 
stood, maligned man. Many of the stories associated with von Papen, many of the crimes 
attributed to him, many-.even- of the achievements with which he has been credited, he 
sidesteps. Then- with the post-war years, he sees Germany as wrongly burdened with 
guilt; he denies complicity in the fall of the Republic, he feels that he served Ger- 
many better by acting as a brake on Hitler than if he had stood apart- on his princi- 
ples. The disaster of Anschluss was Germany's death knell. It proved to the world, 
says von Papen, that he knew that aggression.was the roadito ruin. But somehow or oth- 
er he continued to play his part throughout. The evidence he presented at Nuremberg is, 
of course, the’ basis of his story here. The whole adds up to a great denial. Even the 
fact that he accepted a Military Order of Merit from his Fuehrer as late as 1944 placed 
him in an unenviable position before the eyes of history. There's a sense of a com- 
plete rewriting of history with von Papen at its core, and it has an eerie fascination. 
An excellent translation by Brian Connell. (LC: 53-6081) 


Gallup, Donald S.- 4d. Knofp 
THE FLOWERS OF FRIENDSHIP $5 .00 


These "Letters Written to Gertrude Stein" are collected from the correspon- 
dence addressed to her by her affectionate and admiring friends through the seven 
decades of her gregarious life. The roster of names is indeed a social register of the : 
avant garde artists of some forty years: Picasso, Matisse, T. S. Eliot, Oliver St. 
John Gogarty, Edith Sitwell, Carl Van Vechten, Mabel Dodge Luhan, Thornton Wilder, 
Hemingway are only a few of the contributors. Perhaps the most interesting incident 
revealed (for nothing is specifically recorded) is her long attempt to attain publica- 
tion in the Atlantic Monthly in the face of Ellery Sedgewick's adamantine rejections... 
All in all, this adds up to a pleasing portrait of Gertrude Stein as a devoted friend 
and very stimulating conversationalist, and to a bright, gossipy picture of the period 
in which she lived.... For devotees, this adds an intimate and nostalgic footnote to 
her life. 


O'Brien, Justin Knopf 
A PORTRAIT OF ANDRE GIDE $6 .00 


By the translator of Gide's monumental and self-revealing Journals who was 
also an intimate friend, this is an extensive view of the man and the writer in what is 
both a biographical and critical interpretation. Friendly in tone, O'Brien presents 
Gide's protean nature in all its complexities and contradictions, weakness and strength. 
He takes up his works, one by one, synchronizing them with his life and showing how 
often Gide used figures of myth as symbols through which he expresses himself. All this 
is presented in a somewhat intellectualized manner, and it will be for the reader to 
decide whether Gide is more than a somewhat baffling talent and one of the great figures- 
and forerunners- of his time. A thoughtful study, not for a general market but for a 
defined audience of those already dedicated. 


Raverat, Gwen Norton 
PERIOD PIECE $3.75 


Daughter of an American mother and an English father and granddaughter of 
Charles Darwin pens her tart to tender reminiscences of a childhood in Cambridge - and 
includes her own innocent illustrations. Mother's letters (with their wide open spell- 
ing) to her family in the United States background the progression of her rugged 
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attitude towards new customs, people and life; Mother's educational and health theories 

take up a large part of dearly remembered days which include governesses, boarding school, 

the house by the water, Newnham Grange; but, for all her American unorthodoxy, Mother's 

strictures are quite in keeping with the proprieties of the period. And there are the 

relatives - aunts and uncles and their households - all a little lunatic or absmrd but each | 
with some endearing quality. Naturally the sheltered era bred Ladies and Gentlemen; you ! 
considered The Horses and the servants; children were chaperones during a courtship; young- 

sters led and lived their secret lives. English social history here is identified with 

university, London and country backgrounds and is recalled with honesty and affection and a 


feeling for the ridiculous. Very nice. 
ppetst 21 Sept >” 
Moloney, Ted & Abelard 


Coleman, Lloyd Ring OH, FOR A FRENCH WIFE: $2.50 


Not a cookbook, but a culinary commentary which includes along with some personal 
preferences and predilections, a few basic principles- like how to cook a steak. Inter- 
nationally inclined, the recipes here include spaghetti and gabaglione, Bortsch and Chinese 
fried rice, the subtle savory of wine cooking as well as the more robust aroma of a barbecue. 
And the four French wives these gentlemen prefer- in the kitchen- have provided four conm- 
plete menus for lunches and dinners which will lend a definite cachet to any household. A 


specialty for superior skillets and palates. (LC: 53-6809) 
August 24 


Woodward, Helen Beal Farrar, Straus & Young 
THE BOLD WOMEN $3.75 


The “bold women" whose vitality, originality and courage sparkle through these 
accounts of their exploits and failures- and inconsistencies, are women who advanced the 
cause of their sex in America, some deliberately, some indirectly through their cookie 
And as Mrs.Woodward writes of her heroines, she suffuses their lives with all the intellec- 
tual ferment of the: eighteenth and nineteenth century. It is a man, ironically, Lafayette, 
who launches the first stories of the daughters of the Revolution- his beloved Fanny Wright 
with her Nashoba; Anne Royall, “the first American Rubberneck"; Jane Grey Swisshelm, news- 
paperwoman; Lucina Umphreville, “Miss Anti-Marriage". Poe, with his alliance of death and 
poetry and the vision of woman as a pillowing bosom gives color to the period of hesita- 
tion. But Delia Bacon with her Shakespeare theory; Mary Gove Nichols of free love and 
water cure fame; Sarah Hale who edited Godey’s. Lady's. Book; and Kate Field managed to assert 
themselves. James Redpath sets the tone for "Woman Rampant” with the gallant Negro women, 
Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth; Ann Webb, who made a career of her divorce from Brigham 
Young; etc. etc. And the final arch feminist Mrs. Woodward includes is Eliza Farnham, who 
crusaded for Motherhood and Home, and whose words still stand for the present generation of 
her sex... Amusing and stimlating, this is a history of personalities and causes which 


enlightens and enlivens. (LC: 53-7084) 


Tolbert, Frank X. 4 Holt 
NEIMAN-MARCUB, TEXAS! $2.95 


The story of Dallas' fashion-wise emporium,from its start in 1907 to its acclaim 
today, is profiled here in all its elegance, community significance and individual enter- 
prise. As a business and as a plant the methods and means by which the Nieman and Marcus 
families impressed its name on Texas - and quite a bit of the rest of the world - show a 
recognition of the value of exclusiveness, prestige and the rewards for catering to a free 
and big spending area. The parts that the merchandising, personnel, credit, publicity, 
display, and other departments have played in the store's success receive full notice. The 
Neiman-Marcus advertising, customers, inventive and unexpected salesmanship, the stress on © 
new, different and striking merchandise and storekeeping add color to the story, in which 
wealthy oil strikes also meant much. ‘As a commercial record, this is more bizarre than 
that of Marshall Field and the adulatory tone throughout overshadows the interesting mate- 
rial. But there's no doubt about local interest here. Illustrated with photographs. 


(LC: 53-5506) 
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August 24 


Banfill, B. J. Macrae-Smith 
@ LABRADOR NURSE $3.00 


A nursing sister who spent two years in Labrador with the Grenfell Mission 
relates her experiences in serving the fishermen and their families at Mutton Bay. 
Through her warm recollections we get to know the people of the village, the kind of 
hazardous existence they wring from the sea, their beliefs, their isolation, their 
times of gaiety. The author's first trip was in 1928; in 1942, called to serve 
again when the base at Mutton Bay would have to be closed unless she could run it, 
she returned to a village in which life had become a little easier but in which the 
general tenor was the same. A homely telling, centered about the calls for sickness 
and baby-bringing, with a religious spirit of dedicated service. (LC: 53-7886) 


Reinfeld, Fred Prentice-Hall | 
THE COMPLETE CHESS -PLAYER $4.95 


Enthusiastic chess author Mr. Reinfeld writes here for novices in the chess 

world. First telling them what they must know before playing - pieces and their place- 
ment, movement and capturing power, rules of how to win, he quickly moves his begin- 
ners on to the real thing. His chapters are ordered to first things first in view of : 
learning to play. He discusses and illustrates simple winning methods; tactics - of- 
fensive and defensive (strategy is for more experienced players); basic end games and 
winning ideas in end game play (this before opening play because the finality and 
simplicity are more understandable); strategy in middle game; principles of good 
opening play; openings that the beginner or average player might use and others more 
difficult for which he must know the defense. Illustrative games with explanatory 

@ commentary and the laws of chess conclude a book which in its directness, simplicity 

and inclusiveness of explanation is a fine beginning aid. 


August 26 


Gilson, Etienne Sheed & Ward 
CHOIR OF MUSES $3.50 


This curious little book has for its theme the element of Platonic or unre- 
quited love which Gilson claims is necessary for all great works of art. The "choir 
of muses" - ladies who have inspired love - naturally prove his point: Petrarch's 
Laura, Baudelaire's Mme. Sabatier, Wagner's Mathilde Wesendonck,Comtesse Clotilde. 
There is the hideous example of a woman who ruined herself as an inspiration by in- 
sisting on a part in the master's work as he writes of Maeterlinck and Georgette Le 
Blanc; a contrast to the others who existed as instruments more or less unconsciously 
helping the artist to unburden his pregnant soul. The tone is metaphysical not 
psychological; the emphasis is on the relation of art, love and religion. A fine- 
spun work of scholarship whose market is difficult to define...perhaps Catholic 
scholars, philosophers and metaphysicians. (LC: 53-9809) _ 


Aagugh Et AEF Io ig. 


Whitney, Leon F., D.V.M. Doubleday 
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF CAT CARE | $3.95 




















A companion to the reliable The Complete Bcok of Dog Care which appeared 
earlier this year follows the pattern of a thorough guide to the proper care, feeding, 
raising and housing of healthy, happy cats. From a friendly briefing of the nature 

of the breeds, to the physical makeup and diseases and ailments, and on to the feeding, 
breeding, this does not neglect accidents and emergency first aid, information on 
feline foibles and an overall discussion of the proper attitude towards a household 
pet. Excellent reference for the painstaking individual owner and fancier and for 
commercial breeders as well. (IC: 53-5599) 
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Tolstoy, Alexandra 


Harper 
TOLSTOY $5 .00 


This life-sized portrait of the great Russian novelist by his youngest, and most © 
devoted, daughter is probably the most authentic record of the man- over and above the auto- 
biographical content of much of his writing- which is also used here. A man in many ways 
as monumental as some of his books, prone to extremes of feeling in which heart and con- 
science exercised their troubled conflict, Tolstoy's life was dedicated- not only to his 
work, but to the search for a social and philosophic destiny which was to take him beyond 
the church. The aristocratic heritage which he waslater to disinherit; his youth and un- 
stable student days; army service and travel and teaching- all preface the marriage to un- 
worldly, fearful Sonya and his devotion to her and their children which was frayed through 
the years of continuous quarrels. And as the years passed and brought with them his growing 
sense of obligation to the peasantry, there was also the knowledge of the disparity between 
his life and his beliefs which led to the final break with his family- all save Alexandre- 
in his renunciation of his wealth and his world.... An important book, more deliberately 
detached than her earlier The Tragedy of Tolstoy, this will have a permanent value rather 


than an immediate impetus. (LC: 53-7749) 


August 31 


Hyman, Dick-/d, Dutton 
NONSENSE, U.S.A. $2.50 


This has Arthur "Bugs’ Baer doing the foreword and Otto Soglow illustrating some 
of the inclusions and takes a brief tour through the oddities culled from newspapers, court 
papers, road signs, patents, wills and language. A roundup of typographical errors, of un- 
usual bits of news, peculiar public notices, outlandish accidents, from the public prints; 
curious court rulings and incidents, ridiculous laws still left on the books and eccentric 
reasons for divorce; droll epitaphs, wills, hobbies and patents; specialized slang, random 
superstitions and silly signs - here is unintended nonsense for giddier moments. Plus sale. 


(LC: 53-6080) 


MacEoin, Gary Henry Holt 
NOTHING IS QUITE ENOUGH $3.50 


This is the sincere and moving story of a "spoiled priest", one of the many who 
enter a monastery and for one reason or another are not deemed ready to take Holy Orders. 
MacEoin began his novitiate at eighteen in the strict order of the Congregation of the Most 
Holy Redeemer in Ireland, and survived his first test of a year's almost total silence. 
After his novitiate vows were accepted he went to another Irish monastery to begin the six 
years of study preparatory to his ordination, and completed his studies without criticism. 
Elated that he has passed his tests and would soon become a priest, he is summarily called 
by the Father Provincial to learn that- with no reasons given, he is not to be ordained. 
Once out in the world again, he has a bitter spiritual struggle before he is able "with 
Faith's illumination to recognize harmony in the noise, design in the doodling, and beauty 
in the splashed pigments". A self-study in consecration and rejection, which holds its 
greatest interest for Catholic readers although the Merton books have indicated the possi- 
bilities of a general audience. 


Richardson, Dr. Frank Prentice-Hall 
THE NURSING MOTHER $2.95 
A helpful guide to those who plan, or who wish to consider, to nurse theix baby 
based on a certain amount of evidence and an even stronger personal conviction that "the 
breast fed baby is the best fed baby". After advocating the emotional and physical bene- @ 


fits of this method, he covers not only natural childbirth but natural feeding from the 
prenatal phase to weaning, the role of the father, the questions asked by expectant and 
nursing mothers, the problems which may arise. An affirmative approach for those (few) 
who do not find the material in the baby care books sufficient for their needs. (ICL: 53-9626) 
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Campbell, Olwen _ Roy 
@ THOMAS LOVE PEACOCK $2.00 


An addition to the English Novelists. Series. of literary biographies aiming 
to re-evaluate masters of the English novel through contemporary criticism, the pre- 
sent little volume is a pleasant blend of biography and criticism written with a 
lightness and quickness of style that well suits its subject. Mr. Campbell notes 
the reticence which was part of Peacock's charm but does not help biographers, and 
views him as a youth writing poetry; as a friend of Shelley, a friend to whom Shelley 
wrote his best letters from Italy, to whom Shelley gave the post of executor of his 
estate, perhaps to whom Shelley gave the conviction that Peacock was not a poet at 
all. Peacock's novels are criticized in terms of the happy satire of ideas which 
the author feels they represent, with consideration given to the caricatures of 
Shelley and Byron accepted with amusement by the originals. Peacock's loves, mar- 
riage, work at India House, defense of Harriet Shelley, paganism in the sense of 
returning to richness of ancient days are all brought to the reader's attention. 
Other biographies are noted, and an index closes the book. (LC: 53-10348) 


Felstead, Theodore §. Roy 
SHADES OF SCOTLAND YARD $4.00 


A tribute to retribution gives credit rather than glamor which can also be 
said of previous institutional records (Scotland Yard by Harrison- 1949; The Scalpel 
of Scotland Yard by Browne & Tullett- 1952). From the files, here are the many mis- 
demeanours of forgers and thieves, poisoners and poison pen letter writers, adven- 
turers and confidence men, blackmailers and murderers, and presiding judges, lawyers, 

r and officials of the C.I.D. take a bow. The last quarter of the book gives a more 
extensive examination of one case which has a fascination of character as well as 
crime- Adam Worth's theft of Gainsborough's Duchess of Devonshire and its ironic 
conclusion some twenty odd years later. From the records, and for the true crime 
fancier, a steady- staid recap. (LC: 53-10350) , 


August 7? 


Hitler, Adolf Farrar, Straus & Young 
HITLER'S SECRET CONVERSATIONS $6.50 


This intermittent transcript of the Fuehrer's table talk, six months, a 
month, ten days at a time, 1941-1944, is the record, corrected and approved by Martin 
Bormann, covering every topic under the sun - a monologue of beliefs, projects, opin- 
ions, personal history, intimate interpretations and ideas. It is preceded by a long 
introduction by H. R. Trevor-Roper onThe Mind of Adolf Hitler which is a further in- 
vestigation of the genius, as such, that was the man. The details of the table talk 
offer many illustrations and material to underline Trevor-Roper's points and amplify 
previous analyses and portraits rather than extend or deepen them. The combination 
of the essay and the conversations has greater appeal for the student - of psychology 
and modern history - than the general reader and for purposes of reference and close 
examination this "official" record will have its value. Translated by Norman Cameron 
and R. H. Stevens. (LC: 53-9116) 
















Knopf 


Sykes, Christopher _| 
TWO STUDIES IN VIRTUE %|!7) $4.00 






These two long essays have again the subtle illumination and finedrawn dis- 
cretion of his earlier Four Studies in Loyalty (1948- William Sloane) and in their 
examination of two figures of former prominence, also examine the religious and politi- 
cal temper of the times in which they lived. The first study of the Reverend Richard 
Waldo Sibthorp, his long pilgrimage and the many revolutions of the soul which took 
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him back and forth between the Anglican and the Roman Catholic Church, is also "A Study of 

the Religious Movements of the Nineteenth Century" in which Sibthorp, "instinctively pious- 
naturally mystical” and alweys perplexed was to ‘play a part of considerable notoriety. The 
second, "A Study of the Origins of the Balfour Declaration of 1917" returns not only to Sir @ 
Mark Sykes and the impetus he gave to Gentile Zionism in England but traces the whole troub- 

led course of the movement which began with Herzl, through western Europe, in an attempt to 
remove the distortion of prejudice for Gentile readers... The rather recondite nature of the 
material here will circumscribe its attractions for a general audience, which is unfortunate 
since Sykes is a thoughtful commentator and an exceptional stylist. (LC: 53-6864 ) 


August 7? 
Norton 


THE FIELDS OF HOME $3.50 


The author's share of hardships - and heartthrobs - revealed in Little Britches. 
and Man of the Family continue when the family, moved from Colorado to the East, send him 
to Maine to work on his grandfather's farm. Thomas Gould, stubborn, crabby, cussed ugly, 
maddens the boy with his constant scolding and criticisms but Uncle Levi's well spaced 
visits persuade him to put up with the old man, to humor him and to make him happy by help- 
ing with the run down farm. Mowing, scything, bees, screen doors, cows and calves, mach- 
inery - Grampa's boy is always a "tarnal fool" in his handling of them. Millie, the house- 
keeper, runs away, as does Ralph, and Levi is hard put to get them both back. Rewards come 
however when a new barn is planned, potatoes, corn and strawberries are added, Yella Colt, 
the fractious old horse, is gentled and Grampa is proud of his grandson's ability and in- 
genuity in tackling the man-sized problems and challenges the old place presents. Quite a 
portrait of a progenitor and of a youth, confronted by antagonistic age, contriving a happy 
relationship in spite of all difficulties. The same appeal of the earlier books for a wide 


audience. Illustrated by Edward Shenton. 
~ 2 oo 
IRELAND AND THE IRISH : | Vv $5<00 4,57) 


A serviceable coverall for prospective visitors to Ireland provides all neces- 
sary information with a minimum of pedantry and a maximum of personal enthusiasm, knowledge 
and incident. The first part is all background - history, people, literature, old and 
modern times; the second is devoted to the various sections of the country - convenient 
centres, east, west, south, border and north possibilities for either the restless tourist, 
the type that likes to stay in one place or to choose a headquarters and concentrate on one 
region. An excellent preparation book, with an appendix of travel aids and an index, this 
will lop off many a branch of ignorance for those whose destination is the Emerald Isle. 


Illustrated with many photographs. 


Moody, Ralph 


Duff, Charles €. 


Romero, Pepe in. 4 Putnam - / 
MEXICAN JUMPING BEAN © | ly $3,50 /5 o 


A hop, skip and a jump through a columnist's days and nights, life and experi- 
ences take you south of the border tO Mexico and a roundabout of people and incident. | 
There are many Don'ts. for visiting American girls; there's a story of Llopis and his fame 
as a painter of bullfighting together with some angles on the art of tauromachy itself; 
there are interviews on the advances in oil production, the memories of oldtimers and the 
impressions and activities of newcomers. Attorney Hess, cattleman Bell, expatriate A. C. 
Blumenthal, builder Rosoff; guest columnists Saroyan and McLemore, writer Robert Wilder 
and ex-Ambassador O'Dwyer are among the quoted and there's plenty about Mexico City's eat- 
ing and entertainment possibilities. In the family and autobiography field is Romero's 
early life in New York City, his many jobs before signing a column, his hither and yonning 





in the U.S. on various assignments, his debut in radio and his many "offices" in the Hotel @ 
Del Prado...A cosmopolitan rather than an essentially national picture, the Mexican accent 
here is not a complete cover-up for a boufite which shortweights the ounce. (IC: 53-8162) 
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August 27 3] 


Santayana, George Scribner 
®e THE POET'S TESTAMENT $3.50 





This little volume of posthumous poetry may complete Santayana's work in 
verse, but it will add little lustre to his name. In addition to a few miscellaneous 
sonnets, the best short poems in the volume consist of some translations of classical 
poetry and a few of Spanish and French poets. But the main body of the book is taken 
up with two rather tedious poetical dramas. The first- The arriage of Venus, a 
Comedy was written in 1896 and rewritten. in 1946; the second- The Philosophers at 
Court, was written between 1897 and 1901. This is a long philosophical discussion be- 
tween various philosophers at the court of Dionysius, the great ruler of Syracuse. 
Plato plays a prominent role... Santayana's fine intellectual passion is dimmed here- 
perhaps by the medium which does not fit his best talents. The market will be largely 
limited to those who wish a complete collection of his work. 


And Four Religious Titles 


Maguire, Clyde M. Abingdon-Cokesbury 
THE COKESBURY DINNER & BANQUET BOOK $1.95 


If the people who have to plan dinners and banquets for church groups and 
clubs are hard put to it for programs and stunts which will make for fun and fellow- 
ship they may find some helpful suggestions in this book. The dinner menus are sub- 
ordinated to other elements in the program which are intended to put everyone in a 
good humor and stimulate the sense of fellowship. There are programs for the major 
holidays and seasons of the year from Washington's Birthday to Christmas. Some will 

@ think these programs rather "corny"- but the author has tested her programs in the 
Southern Baptist Churches of Alabama and testifies that they work. (Publ.) 


Von Le Fort, Gertrude Bruce 
THE ETERNAL WOMAN $3.00 


This book is an attempt to interpret the symbolic significance of woman. 
The author takes the position that the pictorial aspect of religion and its figur- 
ative, visual presentation in a special measure has been entrusted to woman. In 
the light of this philosophical and mystical point of view, the author goes on to 
interpret the pre-eminent position given to the Virgin Mary in:the life and thought 
of the Roman Catholic Church and the various doctrines which that church teaches 
concerning her - such as the Immaculate Conception and the Assumption. Likewise, 
an interpretation of the Catholic position regarding marriage and motherhood is 
given in the light of the thesis that woman is a special vehicle for the mediation 
of the grace of God. A thoughtful book written for Catholic readers. (Pubi.) 9) 













+ 
, 
















St. Martin's Press 


Taylor, Vincent ; 
THE NAMES OF JESUS ; $3.00 







In a sense this volume is a technical, expository study of the names given 
to Jesus in the New Testament and Christian.tradition. But the author's approach is 
so unique and arresting that a much wider circle than that of New Testament scholars 
and theologians will find it interesting and stimulating. The author is one of 
Britain's well known New Testament scholars. In this study he examines no less than 
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fifty-five names and titles given to Jesus. In addition to the principal names and titles 

such as "Christ", "The Lord", "The Son of Man”, "The Son of God", Dr. Taylor includes the 

many Messianic titles such as "The King", "The Judge” and the soteriological titles: "The 
Saviour", "The Mediator", "The High Priest", "The Saint" and finally Christological titles @ 
such as "The Image of God", "The Bread of Life", "The Word" etc. ‘The author's thesis is 

that it is possible to trace the development of the thinking of the early church about 

Jesus through the names used of Him. The development of the devotional and liturgical 

life of the early Christians is also reflected in the names used of Jesus. A valuable 


scholarly work. (6/25) 


World Publushing Co. 


Kepler, Thomas S. 
RELIGION FOR VITAL LIVING $2.50 


* This book is an attempt to translate religious values and ideals of the Christ- 
ian faith into an idiom for twentieth-century individuals", states the author in his pre- 
face. The attempt is successful. For Professor Kepler of the Oberlin Graduate School 
of Theology knows how to write interestingly for the average citizen. He is concerned in 
this book with helping people to “come of age religiously” and "to get along with them- 
selves". He has a chapter on saints which takes them out of stained-glass windows. His 
chapters on the ethic of Jesus in a modern world and on the dimensions of a Christian's 
world make stimulating reading. Altogether a most helpful book. (9/7 - LC: 53-6634) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


164 Raine, William M.- DRY BONES IN THE VALLEY- from 4/27 to 7/27 (Houghton, Mifflin) ©} 
247 Shane, Harold G.- THE AMERICAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL- from 5/27 to 6/24. Price from 
$3.50 to $5.00 (Harper) 

252 Gibson, Walter- THE BOAT- from 7 to 9/3- Price from $2.00 to $2.50 (Houghton, 
Mifflin 

304 Meyer, J. S.- THE HANDWRITING ANALYZER- definite date 7/17 (Simon & Schuster) 

312 Ellison, Hal- SUMMER STREET- from 7/15 to 7/20 (Ballantine) 

312 Kersh, Gerald- THE SECRET MASTERS- from 7/15 to 7/20 (Ballantine) 

312 Manchester, William- THE CITY OF ANGER- From 7/15 to 7/13 (Ballantine ) 

316 Gary, R.- COLORS OF THE DAY- definite date 7/17 (Simon & Schuster) 

316 Russell, B.- SATAN IN THE SUBURBS- definite date 7/16 (Siman & Schuster) 

340 Johnson, Dorothy N.- INDIAN COUNTRY- from 7/15 to 7/13 (Ballantine) 

343 Kuttner, Henry- AHEAD OF TIME- from 7/15 to 7/20 (Ballantine) 

348 Hyder, Clyke K.- SNOW OF KANSAS- from 8/1 to 8/25- Note correct spelling of the 
author's name. (University of Kansas) 


Correction The following errors in Library of Congress Card numbers have been called to 


out attention: 


105 Church, Brooke Peters- THE PRIVATE LIVES OF THE PROPHETS- LC 52-14190 not 52-15190 
256 Sockman, Ralph W.- HOW TO BELIEVE- LC 53-5281 not IC 53-5231 
269 Lindop, Audrey E.- THE SINGER NOT THE SONG- LC 52-14029 not LC 52-14049 








